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At the beginning of its institutional existence sociology of sport had a Europocentric and even 
Polonocentric character. The impulse to create the International Association for the Sociology of 
Sport was given in 1965 by a Polish sport sociologist, Prof., Habilitated Dr. Andrzej Wohl, who 
was its first president until 1978. In 1966 he also founded the “International Review of Sport 
Sociology” and he was its editor-in-chief until 1984. At the beginning the journal was a 
yearbook, then a half-yearbook and it was relatively quickly transformed into a quarterly. Prof. 
Wohl was accompanied in those undertakings by Prof., Habilitated Dr. Zbigniew Krawczyk. Both 
worked at the Department of Philosophy and Sociology of University of Physical Education in 
Warsaw. Between 1971 and 1982, Prof. Krawczyk was the secretary of the editorial board and 
then – from 1983 to 1992 – the deputy editor-in-chief of that Journal. In 1984 it was transferred 
to München and its first chief editor became Prof. Kurt Weiss from Germany, and the second 
one, until 1992, was Prof. Klaus Heinemann. Moreover, chairmen of the IASS were – except for 
two Americans; Prof. Dr. Alan Ingham, Prof. Dr. Marii Allison – Europeans. In addition to Prof. 
Dr. Andrzej Wohl, the names include Prof. Dr. Kurt Weiss and Prof. Dr. Günter Lüschen (both 
from Germany) as well as Prof. Dr. Joseph Maguire from England and Prof. Dr. Gertrud Pfister 
from Denmark. In August 2007, at the Conference held in Copenhagen, the new President of 
ISSA became Steven W. Jackson from the University of Otago in New Zealand. At the time 
ISSA was already operating, new scientific identities emerged. They were – limited territorially, 
but dynamic and creative – the North American Society for the Sociology of Sport and the 
Asociación Latinoamericana de Estudios Socioculturales del Deporte (ALESDE). An expression 
of that phenomenon is also the European Association for the Sociology of Sport, which came 
into being in Vienna in 2001.  
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